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Air Permit Managers, Air Compliance Manager

This guidance is intended to assist regional permit writers with evaluating poultry
incinerators within the context of the Article 6 of Chapter 80. Please note this guidance
applies only to poultry incinerators. Permit staff shall continue to follow agency-
permitting procedures when evaluating other types of pathological incinerators for
permitting applicability.

After reviewing the specifications for this type of equipment, estimating the potential to
emit values for the units, and reviewing Virginia regulations, it has been decided to
exempt certain poultry incinerators from permitting under the Minor New Source Review
program.

Poultry incinerators do not currently have published or established emissions factors for
toxic air pollutants, Therefore, the VADEQ will apply the exemption emissions levels in
9 VAC 5-80-1320 C and D (new and modified sources) to poultry incinerators. Using
potential to emit emission estimates based on AP-42 emissions factors poultry
incinerators with a burn rate up to 400 Ib/hr would be exempted from permitting.



MNew or Existing Non-permitied Poultry Incinerators;

To qualify for this exemption, new or existing units must meet the following engineering
and operational specifications:

1. Auxiliary fuels for each unit will be limited to natural gas, liquid petroleum gas,
and/or distilled petroleum liquid fuel. Solid fuels, waste materials, or residual
petroleum oil products will not be used to fire the unit.

2. The waste burned in the unit will be limited to pathological waste (poultry) only.
Litter and animal bedding or any other waste materials will not be burned.

3. The manufacturer's designed bum rate or “capacity rate” of the unit will limited to
400 (or less) pounds per hour. This value applies only to the mass of the poultry
and does not include the mass of the fuel.

In addition to the technical specifications of the equipment, the following additional
conditions will apply to the operations of exempt units:

1. The incinerator will be used solely to dispose of poultry originating on the farm
where the incinerator is located.

2. The incinerator will be owned and operated by the farm owner/operator.

3. The incinerator will not be charged beyond the manufacturer's recommended
rated capacity.

4. The incinerator will comply with the Virginia Administrative Code's citations for
Incinerators (9 VAC 5 Chapter 40, Part |1, Article 7), Visible Emissions (9 VAC 5-
50-80), Standard for Odorous Emissions (9 VAC 5-50-140), and Registration of
emission units (9 VAC 5-20-160).

5. Records shall be maintained on site to demonstrate compliance with the basis for
the exemption including the total amount of pathological waste incinerated and
the fuel usage on a calendar quarter basis.

For poultry incinerators to qualify for this exemption, they must be evaluated
independently. The owner/operator will provide the regional office with the technical
and operaticnal information they will need for the evaluation using the air application
Form 7. Once the regional office has determined that the incinerator meets all of the
above criteria, the incinerator will be considered exempt from further permitting
requirements. (Refer to attached example letter to be sent to owners acknowledging

exempt status.)

If it is determined that the incinerator does not meet one or more of the technical or
operational conditions described above, then a minor NSR permit will be required. The
review of the application will follow the guidelines provided in the OAPP policy memo
02-1005, "Boilerplate and Procedures for Poultry Incinerator Permits”, July 11, 2002.



Existing Poultry Incinerators currently permitted:

In applying this policy, each regicnal office should evaluate the existing situation for
each individual incinerator currently permitted. In some cases, based on the
requirements contained in the permit, it may be justified to rescind the existing permit.

This decision to rescind the permit should be based on, but not limited to, the
compliance history of the facility with respect to applicable emission standards, any site
specific conditions contained in the existing permit, the requirements contained in the
permit relative to what would be required of other registered sources and the potential
for adverse air quality impacts based on site suitability and local land use issues.

Any decisions made to rescind permits or conditions should be properly documented in
the permitting files as well as in any agency databases used to track permitting actions.

Please contact Charles L. Turner of my staff at 804-698-4023 if you have any questions.



